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Alsace, land of Casfles

Did you know? Alsace is one of the regions in Europe with the highest number of medieval
castles — nearly 500 by the end of the Middle Ages. While most castles, manor houses, and
fortified homes once located in the plains have vanished over time, around 80 mountain castles
remain, scattered across the region and open to visit all year round.

For decades, Alsace’s castles have been cared for by voluntary watchmen - dedicated
individuals who devote countless hours to preserving this cultural heritage. A rich and
vibrant network of associations, unique in France, and a true source of pride for our region.
The annual event 'Tous aux chateaux on May 1st', held every year, offers a unique
opportunity

The Alsace Castle Trail, a 450-kilometre hiking route from Wissembourg to Thann,
waymarked by the Club Vosgien, invites visitors to explore the region’s castles on foot.
Meanwhile, the Route of Castles and Fortified Towns of Alsace is a tourist itinerary featuring
25 sites, offering a wide range of events and activities throughout the year, aimed especially
at the general public.

All these experiences — and many more — are at the heart of Alsace’s tourism offer, a region

proud to be known as the land of castles.

More information:
Experiences to discover The castle trail
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https://www.visit.alsace/en/experiences/alsace-a-land-of-castles/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/405000002-alsace-castle-trail/

0 Castle ruins
in Alsace

Haut-Koenigsbourg

ﬂl/ most visited castle in France

Minimum number of

?0 000 volunteer workdays in

castles since 2012

First mention of Lichtenberg
Castle.
In its honor: a beer brewed

/ ZO é with elderflower,
peppermint, dill, and honey —
medieval in spirit.

Perfect with a pretzel from

Carolingian times. ,
Figures 2025



Visifor wumbers

In 2024, eco-counters recorded 858,550 visitors at 18 sites, and 826,995 in 2025.

The most visited sites are:

Chateau du Haut-Koenigsbourg 572 181
Volerie des Aigles, Kintzheim 161 000
Fleckenstein 61 707
Hohlandsbourg 46 038
Lichtenberg 23 064

Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle is ranked as the 4th most visited paid castle in France (following Versailles, Chenonceau,
and Chambord).

To ensure the regular maintenance of Alsace’s medieval castles, the associations that take care of them regularly
organise workdays to care for the ruins. These initiatives are essential for the preservation and safety of the sites.
They help prevent overgrowth — which can weaken the remaining structures — and improve accessibility for visitors.
These maintenance days usually take place between spring and autumn, either occasionally or on a regular basis.

Without this meticulous and passionate work, many ruins would have disappeared by now. To preserve and support
this vital momentum, which plays a key role in passing on history and memory, the Collectivité européenne d'Alsace
and Alsace Destination Tourisme support all the associations involved in the field: Chateaux forts vivants - a
federation of around twenty members, mainly based in Bas-Rhin —, Chateaux forts d’Alsace, which launched the
Alsace Castle Trail together with the Club Vosgien, and more recently, the network of castle watchers in Haut-Rhin.
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Die Schlosser, die am leichtesten
zu erreichen sind

In Alsace, numerous castles and historical sites can be explored without a car. Bus, train, tram,
bicycle, or on foot — these sustainable forms of transportation offer a different way to access
the region and combine cultural heritage with sustainable travel: Fleckenstein, Haut-Barr,
Wangenbourg, Haut-Koenigsbourg, the Volerie des Aigles, Kaysersberg, or Landskron.

Practical information and route suggestions:

www.fluo.grandest.fr - radfahrenimelsass.de.

Ty @“5\7& B>

The Alsatian cultural heritage is also particularly close and accessible at many locations. From
the village center, short, well-developed, and often scenic footpaths lead directly to the castles.
This proximity between settlements, vineyards, and historical buildings allows for a relaxed,
immersive exploration of the region and makes history immediately tangible — for example, in
Wangenbourg, Spesbourg, Andlau, Eguisheim, Kaysersberg, Ribeauvillé, and Wineck.



https://www.fluo.grandest.fr/
https://www.radfahrenimelsass.de/
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Experience the history of the Middle Ages at

Fleckenstein Castle

At the foot of the fortress, you're already impressed!

The outer wall of this impressive fortress rises above
the treetops. Wheel tracks mark the thousand-year-
old stones on the ground. Without a doubt,
Fleckenstein Castle is a panoramic dive into history.

The visit takes you up steep stairs and across metal
walkways, with a treasure hunt for children along the
way. At the top of the castle, a spectacular and
exhilarating panorama awaits. Lose your gaze in the
thick wooded coat covering the hills of the Northern
Vosges. What a strange feeling to think that our
medieval ancestors admired these same landscapes.

More information: visit alsace

© 2019-Sylvie Petit Photography - ADT - AE

Relive the age of the
knights at
Hohlandsbhourg Castle

At Hohlandsbourg Castle, history comes alive like a
game!

First, you can’t miss the view. This castle is a true
eagle’s nest; with its 360° panorama, young knights
can spot any potential attackers. For children, it's the
perfect time to slip into a period dress or a warrior’s
costume.

In this magnificent 13th-century medieval fortress,
the largest in Alsace, children learn history through
play.

Questions burst from every side as they explore the
daily life of the castle and its inhabitants: weapons,
combat, meals, clothing... The visit then continues
inside the castle, which houses a museum with objects
dating back to the Bronze Age.

More information: visit alsace

Find these experiences in the guide “Dreaming of Alsace” Here

11


https://www.visit.alsace/en/219006223-fleckenstein-castle/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/584000032-hohlandsbourg-castle/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/our-brochures/
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Hike to a castle and find happiness along the way

In Alsace, castles can be counted by the dozens, stretching from north to south. They are truly unmatched hiking
destinations.

Nouveau-Windstein, Andlau, Saint-Ulrich, Landskron — their very names transport us to another era. Reaching
them on foot is the only way to truly feel the wonder they inspire. Some are perched high above the treetops,
visible right from the trailhead. Others reveal themselves only at the last bend in the path, when suddenly their
silhouette appears, leaving us spellbound. Whether you walk through forests, along vineyards, or across lush
pastures, the reward at the end is always the same: the path itself and the breathtaking view are the greatest
treasures.

More information: visit.alsace

© A. Scholly - ADT © A?T?G.Matfle[

Raise a glass with a view
from a remarkable castle

From the terraces of Lichtenberg Castle, colossal ruins
of pink sandstone towering over the village of the same
name, 800 years of history and an exceptional
panorama unfold before us.

A true puzzle of architectural traces from the past,
Lichtenberg Castle bears the marks of every era: Gothic,
Renaissance, military, and contemporary styles
intertwine. Its bold structure intrigues and invites us to
explore it in order to uncover all its secrets...

From its 400 m-high promontory, the view is simply
breathtaking! And why not raise a glass to soak in the
360° panorama or the unique energy of this place
steeped in history?

© E. Thiele - ADT

More information: visit.alsace

Find these experiences in the guide “Dreaming of Alsace” Here


https://www.visit.alsace/en/217002735-lichtenberg-castle/
https://www.visit.alsace/405000002-chemin-des-chateaux-forts-dalsace/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/our-brochures/

Do you know these hidden treasures?

Bernstein Castle and the town of
Dambach-1a-Ville

Perched at 562 m above sea level, Bernstein Castle is one of the
oldest castles in Alsace. Beyond exploring a fairly well-preserved
ruin, visitors are rewarded with a sweeping view over Dambach-la-
Ville, the Alsace plain, and the Black Forest.

When Count of Dabo, lord of Bernstein, left for the Crusades, he
entrusted his daughter’s upbringing and his lands to his brother.
Upon his return 15 years later, poor and destitute, he discovered that
his brother had abandoned his daughter and seized his lands. The
young woman, by then an innkeeper, recognized her father, and
together—with the help of the townspeople—they managed to
reclaim their possessions.

More information: visit.alsace

A

The castle and town of La Petite Pierre

Built in the 12th century, the Chateau de La Petite Pierre and its fortifications were extensively modernised by
Vauban in 1684.

At the time, the castle was one of the strategic points controlling the passage between Alsace and Lorraine.

A map is available at the Tourist Office to help you explore the old fortified town, its castle, its museums and the
mysterious Maison des Paiens, with superb views as a bonus!

Will you find the underground lake of La Petite Pierre? It is an extraordinary system of galleries and cisterns that
extends beneath the town to collect runoff water. But be careful not to get too close to the water, as a mysterious
breath extinguishes overly curious lanterns...

More information: city - castle

The three castles and the
town of Ribeauvillé

Between vineyards and mountains, Ribeauvillé is a
charming town that has preserved its historical heritage.

In the 14th century, powerful lords undertook to build the
town walls and thus had three castles built. The
magnificent ruins of the three Ribeaupierre castles (Haut-
Ribeaupierre, Girsberg and Saint-Ulrich) overlook the
medieval town: discover them on the marked hiking trail
known as the ‘Circuit des trois chateaux’ (Three Castles
Trail). The view is breathtaking, but you have to work for it!

More information: visit.alsace 13


https://www.visit.alsace/en/213000291-bernstein-castle/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/217005206-decouverte-de-la-petite-pierre/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/217003784-castle-of-la-petite-pierre/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/229005985-the-three-castles-of-ribeauville/

The tour of the three castles of the Alsatian Jura

In the far south of Alsace, the Alsatian Jura combines the ruggedness of limestone landscapes with the
gentleness of an ancient agricultural land.

From the network of castles that guarded it in the Middle Ages, the two links of the Alsatian Jura still preserve the
haughty ruins of the castles of Morimont, Ferrette and Landskron, now showcased via an 80 km hiking trail to be
completed in four stages.

A stone's throw from Ferrette Castle, hidden at the foot of an imposing cliff, lies the Grotte des Nains (Cave of the
Dwarves). Legend has it that a tribe of dwarves lived there, helping the inhabitants of Ferrette with their daily
chores. They wore long robes that hid their feet. One morning, some overly curious young girls went to the cave and
sprinkled sand at the entrance. At dawn, the dwarves came out, and the girls discovered that they left goat-like
footprints in the sand. They burst out laughing. The dwarves felt betrayed and sank into the depths of the mountain,
never to emerge again.

More information: visit.alsace

© Fabien Voileau - ADT

Lorentzen - la Grange aux
Paysages

One of the few remaining fortified castles on flat land, nestled in the
heart of the bucolic, rolling countryside of Alsace Bossue.

Built between 1329 and 1334 by Count Frederick II of Sarrewerden,
Prince of Nassau, this lowland castle, once surrounded by water (or
‘Wasserburg’), was intended to protect the interests of the county
against nearby Lorraine. It witnessed the peasant revolt of 1722. A
few decades later, the last Countess of Nassau to reside there made
headlines by converting to Catholicism in a predominantly Lutheran
region. When the territory was annexed to Alsace in 1793, the castle
was divided into residential lots, which were sold as national
property in 1792 to several families. Their descendants still live
there today.

More information: visit.alsace


http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
http://www.sundgau-sudalsace.fr/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/229005985-the-three-castles-of-ribeauville/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/242012974-circuit-des-trois-chateaux-du-jura-alsacien/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/229005985-the-three-castles-of-ribeauville/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/270000048-castle-lorentzen/

The three castles and the town of Eguisheim

Located on a hill overlooking the Colmar region, the ruins of the Three Castles (Dagsbourg, Wahlenbourg, and
Weckmund) are among the symbols of the Alsatian landscape.

On these heights stand three keep towers dating from the 12th and 13th centuries. The castles were destroyed in
1466 during the War of the Six Deniers; the ruins we see today bear witness to this conflict.

The Trois-Chateaux site is an enchanting and easily accessible place to walk. At the foot of the keep, an exceptional
panorama opens up over the vineyards, the Alsace Plain and the Black Forest. A pleasant nature outing for young and
old alike! Come and admire the golden reflections of the stone bathed in the evening light.

More information: visit.alsace

Kagenfels, Birkenfels and
the town of Obernai

Built in 1262 by Albrecht Kage, an episcopal minister,
Kagenfels Castle has faced numerous sieges over the
centuries and wars. Perched at an altitude of 677 metres
in the heart of the forests of Obernai and Bernardswiller,
the castle is located in the commune of Ottrott, not far
from Mont Sainte-Odile. It has been digitally restored in
4D and can be viewed at www.kagenfels.org.

Birkenfels Castle was built around 1260 with a three-
storey main building featuring niche-shaped arrow slits
and large multi-window bays. Today, you can visit the
ruins of its unfinished keep.

In the past, the lush forest around Kagenfels Castle was
inhabited by a giant, the ‘Baumklopfer’. He would bang
so hard on the tree trunks that the terrified villagers no
longer dared to go into the woods. Listen carefully in the
early morning to hear the trees vibrate with the echo of
the Baumklopfer.

More information:_visit.alsace



https://www.visit.alsace/en/229005985-the-three-castles-of-ribeauville/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/253000542-the-three-castles-of-eguisheim/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/229005985-the-three-castles-of-ribeauville/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/229005985-the-three-castles-of-ribeauville/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/220004094-chateau-du-birkenfels/
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Ortenbourg and Ramstein

Located at an altitude of 443 metres at the end of a ridge,
Ortenbourg Castle, built between 1260 and 1265 by Rudolf of
Habsburg, is one of the most beautiful ruins in the Rhine
Valley.

A masterpiece of military architecture with its high curtain
wall surrounding a 32-metre keep, it is visible from afar and
blends remarkably well into the landscape. The keep offered
six floors of firing positions for defence, and its pentagonal
design made it easier to deflect projectiles from attackers.
The recently created association ‘Les sentinelles de
I'Ortenbourg’ (The Sentinels of Ortenbourg) aims to preserve,
promote and bring the castle to life.

More information (Ortenbourg castle): visit.alsace

© C.FLEITH ~ ADT

© A. Scholly

The Ramstein Castle, built in 1293 by Otto von
Ochsenstein, Grand Bailiff of Alsace, is located
below its mighty neighbour, Ortenbourg Castle.

All that remains of the residential tower are two
sections of wall showing different levels, a
fireplace and a large arrow slit facing
Ortenbourg, where a war machine capable of
firing projectiles at the castle could be placed.

For several years, a team of volunteers, the
‘Ramstein watchmen’, have been clearing and
consolidating the walls, towers and foundations.

Visits to the site are possible during Heritage
Days.

More information: visit.alsace



https://www.visit.alsace/en/229005985-the-three-castles-of-ribeauville/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/222004196-ortenbourg-castle/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/229005985-the-three-castles-of-ribeauville/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/222004199-chateau-du-ramstein/
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The Principality of Salm

300 years ago, not far from Alsace, in the Déodatie (Land of Saint-Dié), there existed the smallest independent
state on the European continent. This small area in the Vosges was an autonomous principality between 1751 and
1793, known for its famous abbey, its collection of works by Rembrandt and Rubens, and for hosting Voltaire. A
unique history that can be explored at three locations:

Pierre-Percée Castle

Hermann II of Salm, from a prominent family in the Belgian Ardennes, settled in the region in the 11th century
and founded the County of Salm. As the patron of the Abbey of Senones, he acquired the Pierre-Percée Castle
through marriage, the remains of which still overlook the lake of the same name, also known as "Little Canada."
Walks, water sports, kayaking, and cycling tours are possible here.

Salm Castle near La Broque

n the 13th century, the Counts of Salm built this second castle to secure their power in the region, amidst the
forests of the upper Bruche Valley. During a visit by the Princes of Salm in October 1779, it benefited from one of
the earliest forms of tourism development. A well-preserved road from 1650 connected the castle to the Abbey of
Senones. Since 2004, the Les Veilleurs de Salm association has been responsible for preserving the ruins.

Senones, a small town with character and former capital

A walk through the streets and past the town palaces leads into the world of the Grand Siécle. In front of the
chateau, across from the abbey, volunteers in historical costumes regularly perform the changing of the guard.

© Maxime Perrotey,

In the footsteps of the Habsburg dynasty

The Habsburg dynasty was one of the most influential royal houses in Europe.

From 1273 to 1918, the figures of this dynasty influenced and shaped the history of Europe.

The Alsace region has a rich historical past linked to this family, in Haguenau, Strasbourg, the castles of
Ortenbourg and Ramstein, in the Val de Villé, in Sélestat, Bergheim and Colmar, at Hohlandsbourg Castle, in
Ensisheim, Thann, Ottmarsheim and Ferrette...

Follow in their footsteps with this cultural itinerary from the Council of Europe.

More information here: Via Habsburg Online

COUNCIL OF EUROPE
V1A Cultural route
HABSBURG of the Council of Europe

Itinéraire culturel

| . du Conseil de I'Europe

COMNSEIL DE LEUROPE
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https://www.viahabsburg.online/
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Events and activities bringing castles
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© 07 Valiée

Meet the heralds of the castles and
discuss with the castle friends.

Several associations welcome visitors throughout the year. They offer the opportunity to learn
more about their work and commitment, and gain insight into the diverse activities of these
passionately dedicated people. Those who wish to can actively participate and volunteer for a
day - and, if interested and working well together, even beyond that.

Below are some examples of possible activities:
* Discovery of the Ottrott castles in Ottrott

e Discovery of the Guirbaden Castle in Mollkirch - More information about the castle and
discovery trails

* Discovery trail of the Salm Castle in the Bruchetal Valley

¢ Exhibition on the history of the Pfifferdajs in Ribeauvillé

e Visit to the Schoeneck Castle in Dambach



https://www.visit.alsace/en/258002423-discover-the-castles-of-ottrott/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/258002429-discover-the-castle-of-guirbaden/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/215002453-pleasure-trails-le-chateau-de-guirbaden-quand-les-murs-reprennent-vie/
https://www.visit.alsace/de/215001148-sommer-entdeckungspfade-salm-un-chateau-vivant/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/229009897-histoire-des-menetriers-et-du-pfifferdaj/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/219003674-guided-tour-of-the-schoeneck-castle/

All to the Castles on May 1st

THE open day of Alsace’s medieval castles!

A unique opportunity to discover or rediscover our heritage, while meeting the people
who are passionately dedicated to preserving it.

On the program: guided or costumed tours, exhibitions, concerts, storytelling,
workshops, treasure hunts, medieval festivals... across around twenty sites in Alsace.
This event, promoted by Alsace Destination Tourisme, is organized by volunteers and
castle managers, with the support of the associations Chateaux Forts Vivants,
Chateaux Forts d’Alsace and the Route des Chateaux et Cités fortifiées d’Alsace.

Goal: to raise awareness of these monuments, their treasures, and the work of those
who bring them to life every day.

In the 2025 edition, 25 participating sites welcomed 27,000 visitors.

Full program and information available at: visit.alsace

ftlsacg

erre de

chateaux Tous 20

Wit aux chateaux

le 1° mai !

Les chateaux forts d’Alsace,
les associations et leurs bénévoles

vous accueillent !

VISITES GUIDEES, ANIMATIONS, DEMONSTRATIONS...

(LINE PARTICIPATION POURRA ETRE DEMANDEE SELON LES ACTIVITES)

Photogrophies ; Studio Pygmalion-CCPoys de Barr-ADT / INFRA - ADT/ Philippe Schultz - ADT


https://www.visit.alsace/en/event-ideas/events-at-the-castles/
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Immersive Tours
“Icarus’ Dream”

Using a Virtual Reality headset, comfortably seated in a lounge chair, you can discover live and
for free the various perspectives of the sites and their surroundings, captured by a drone.

Visitors will be welcomed in the order of their arrival — sessions lasting 10-15 minutes between
10 AM and 5 PM (with a one-hour lunch break) — with a maximum of 8 people per session.

A fantastic opportunity to experience the beauty of our cultural heritage like a freely flying bird!
2026 Program, ongoing:

e May 17 in Wangen (as part of Bacchus Tours)
e July 17 in Obernai (as part of the Artist and Creative Market)

Complete program and more information at: visit.alsace

gcgg_ssible atous!/

e —



https://www.visit.alsace/en/405000023-le-reve-dicare-le-patrimoine-medieval-alsacien-vu-du-ciel/

In the heart of the Middle Ages
with the Alsatian medieval festivals

Experience a weekend full of history in the heart of the Alsatian Middle Ages at various medieval
festivals across Alsace, such as the Pfifferdaj, the Minstrels’ Festival in Ribeauvillé, held every
first Sunday of September.

e June 14, 2026: Féte des Remparts in Chatenois

June 26 - 27, 2026: Les Médiévales in Ferrette

June 27-28, 2026: Les Médiévales of the Hugstein Castle

Juli 3-12, 2026: Les Médiévales du Lichtenberg

August 29-30, 2026: Les Médiévales de Wangenbourg

More information: visit.alsace

September 5-7, 2025: Pfifferdaj — Féte des Ménétriers in Ribeauvillé



https://www.visit.alsace/en/222004240-rampart-festival/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/222004240-rampart-festival/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/242016090-fete-medievale-de-ferrette/
https://www.medievalesdegueberschwihr.com/
https://www.chateaudelichtenberg.alsace/le-calendrier-des-manifestations/evenements-phares/fete-medievale/
https://www.mossig-vignoble-tourisme.fr/en/accueil-en/the-major-events/the-medieval-festival-of-wangenbourg/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/229000471-pfifferdaj-the-fiddlers-festival/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/event-ideas/events-at-the-castles/

Family-friendly activities
and discovery tours

The medieval cultural heritage is an inexhaustible playground for discoveries and experiences.
Investigation games, escape games, and treasure hunts bring history to life in an interactive way.
Both children and adults playfully dive into the past and learn along the way.

Special children’s days offer creative activities that encourage curiosity and imagination.

There’s something for every age and taste.

e Children's Day — "Journée des enfants" — Chateau Haut-Andlau
An event for children with stories and activities at the castle.

* Escape Game "Enquéte Game: L'Elixir du Cloitre" — Saverne
A playful experience in a historical context.

* Escape Game "Enquéte Game: Mystérieuse Disparition" — Marmoutier
A game with puzzles and clues, for adults and teenagers.

e Children’s Escape Game "Enquéte Game pour enfant" — Marmoutier
Specifically designed for children, an exit-game-type puzzle game.

e Treasure Hunt "Stras’au Trésor" — Strasbourg
An interactive treasure/puzzle experience tour in Strasbourg, ideal for exploring the city in a
fun way.

More activities, playful walks, and puzzle hikes in Alsace: visit.alsace

U

__.—_ ;l-’

Andlau-Seigneurie © A.Sarremejane-ADT

24


https://www.visit.alsace/en/activities-and-recreation/fun-activities-and-walks/

Alsace, a land of castles...
for outdoor enthusiasts

Since most castles need to be reached by hiking, they represent effort, community, and athletic
challenge.

Particularly prominent are the numerous trail runs in Alsace.

They uniquely combine nature, cultural heritage, and athletic performance.
The UTMB is the most well-known example, but certainly not the only one.
Many other runs can be discovered and experienced on Visit Alsace.

e May 1, 2026: Trails of Chateau Bernstein

* May 15, 2026 - Ultra Trail of the Knights by UTMB Lac Blanc

* November 2026: Trail la Landsberg

¢ Trail of the Castles of Saverne — Individual Trail (without guide)

More events at_ visit.alsace — Search term "Trail"



https://www.visit.alsace/en/213010649-everyones-trail-at-bernstein/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/230112863-ultra-trail-des-chevaliers-by-utmb/https:/www.visit.alsace/en/230112863-ultra-trail-des-chevaliers-by-utmb/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/213012275-trail-la-landsberg/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/221006835-fiche-running-course-des-chateaux/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/

Travelling through Time with digital
tools and 3D technology

Modern digital technologies offer new, playful ways to explore medieval cultural heritage and enable
the discovery of castles in an interactive, engaging, and contemporary manner.

¢ Video game "Age of Castles" — An interactive game to explore ten Alsatian castles, including
Haut-Koenigsbourg, Fleckenstein, Wangenbourg, Ortenbourg, Lichtenberg, Wineck, Saint-Ulrich,
Lutzelbourg, Hohlandsbourg, and Kaysersberg.

e Interactive search "Die Schatzsuche" — A year-round experience involving treasure hunts along
the castles of the Rhine Plain.

¢ YouTube video for the "Age of Castles" experience (Trailer) — A visual introduction to the game
and its castle adventures.

e Mobile app "Sur la piste des trésors d’Alsace" - Treasure/puzzle experiences around the
Haguenau area.

¢ Digital castle app "Burg_in ze Pocket" - Virtual 3D castle reconstructions, including Haut-Andlau,
Fleckenstein, Haut-Koenigsbourg, Ortenberg, Landsberg, Spesbourg, and castle of Kaysersberg.

e Numbered rally game "Jeu de piste numérique — Le Chateau de Lorentzen" — Puzzle path.

e Playful discovery trail - "Balade ludique — La poudre a I'eeil" — Interactive walks and games where
children observe and gather clues (various villages/landscapes in Alsace).

© INSA Strasbourg - Burgen am Oberrhein



https://www.visit.alsace/en/age-of-castles-a-game-for-exploring-the-castles-of-alsace/
https://www.chateaux-rhenans.eu/chateaux-et-legendes/la-quete
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx26AhfXXbo&list=PLPhffhFUCMi32LkWwc1GK1EkWiDmVeaaZ
https://www.visit.alsace/en/216005417-in-haguenau-two-new-adventures-await-you/
https://www.burginzepocket.alsace/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/270007634-digital-treasure-hunt-lorentzen-castle/
https://www.visit.alsace/en/239009397-fun-walk-a-trick-to-the-eye/

Across Borders:
The Castles of the Upper Rhine

he Upper Rhine Valley is a land of castles, with a shared history that connects Alsace and its
neighboring regions in Germany and Switzerland: that of the Holy Roman Empire of the German
Nation. Many historical facts and fantastic stories await discovery by families or friends,
following the traces of the European Middle Ages.

Before Alsace was annexed to France in the 17th century, it had been one of the vibrant centers
of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation for centuries. As a result, it shares a common
culture with its neighbors in Baden-Wiirttemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate, and Switzerland,
reflected in its language, cuisine, and architecture.

To promote this shared heritage, around 30 French - including Alsace Destination Tourisme -
Swiss, and German partners and institutions, at the initiative of the European Community of
Alsace (CeA) and the Ortenaukreis, collaborate in the Interreg project "Rheinburgen," which was
launched on October 15, 2022.

The project focuses on four main areas: culture, tourism, research, and citizenship. It is co-
financed with European funds (ERDF) amounting to €2.9 million as part of the INTERREG Upper
Rhine program.

As part of the Interreg "Rheinische Burgen" project, ADT has coordinated and funded the
production of tourist videos. The videos are based on 3D/4D models created by INSA
Strasbourg, in collaboration with Archéologie Alsace. The goal is to allow a wide audience to
imagine the castles in their medieval heyday.

Eight films, each lasting 1 minute 30 seconds, are available to explore: here

The European Community of Alsace (CeA) coordinates the "Chateaux et Iégendes" festival, a
series of fantastic performances and animations inspired by the world of artist John Howe.
Planned dates and venues:

Fleckenstein Castle — May 8 Hohlandsbourg Castle - May 31
Haut-Barr Castle - May 9 Spesbourg Castle — June 7
Engelbourg Castle — May 14 Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle — June 13
Kaysersberg Castle — May 16 Ferrette Castle — June 27
Lichtenberg Castle — May 24 Hugstein Castle — June 28

Wangenbourg Castle — May 25

Program and more information:
https://www.visit.alsace/en/event-ideas/events-at-the-castles/ or
https://www.chateaux-rhenans.eu
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx26AhfXXbo&list=PLPhffhFUCMi32LkWwc1GK1EkWiDmVeaaZ
https://www.visit.alsace/en/event-ideas/events-at-the-castles/
https://www.chateaux-rhenans.eu/
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	© La Croisée du Monde
	Alsace, land of Castles
	Did you know? Alsace is one of the regions in Europe with the highest number of medieval castles — nearly 500 by the end of the Middle Ages. While most castles, manor houses, and fortified homes once located in the plains have vanished over time, around 80 mountain castles remain, scattered across the region and open to visit all year round.
	For decades, Alsace’s castles have been cared for by voluntary watchmen – dedicated individuals who devote countless hours to preserving this cultural heritage. A rich and vibrant network of associations, unique in France, and a true source of pride for our region. The annual event 'Tous aux châteaux on May 1st', held every year, offers a unique opportunity
	The Alsace Castle Trail, a 450-kilometre hiking route from Wissembourg to Thann, waymarked by the Club Vosgien, invites visitors to explore the region’s castles on foot. Meanwhile, the Route of Castles and Fortified Towns of Alsace is a tourist itinerary featuring 25 sites, offering a wide range of events and activities throughout the year, aimed especially at the general public.
	All these experiences – and many more – are at the heart of Alsace’s tourism offer, a region proud to be known as the land of castles.
	More information:
	Experiences to discover
	The castle trail
	A few key points
	Castle ruins in Alsace
	Haut-Koenigsbourg
	th
	most visited castle in France



	70 000
	Minimum number of volunteer workdays in castles since 2012

	1206
	First mention of Lichtenberg Castle. In its honor: a beer brewed with elderflower, peppermint, dill, and honey – medieval in spirit.  Perfect with a pretzel from Carolingian times.

	Visitor numbers
	In 2024, eco-counters recorded 858,550 visitors at 18 sites, and 826,995 in 2025.
	The most visited sites are:
	Château du Haut-Koenigsbourg
	Volerie des Aigles, Kintzheim
	Fleckenstein
	Hohlandsbourg
	Lichtenberg
	572 181
	161 000
	61 707
	46 038
	23 064
	Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle is ranked as the 4th most visited paid castle in France (following Versailles, Chenonceau, and Chambord).
	To ensure the regular maintenance of Alsace’s medieval castles, the associations that take care of them regularly organise workdays to care for the ruins. These initiatives are essential for the preservation and safety of the sites. They help prevent overgrowth – which can weaken the remaining structures – and improve accessibility for visitors. These maintenance days usually take place between spring and autumn, either occasionally or on a regular basis.
	Without this meticulous and passionate work, many ruins would have disappeared by now. To preserve and support this vital momentum, which plays a key role in passing on history and memory, the Collectivité européenne d'Alsace and Alsace Destination Tourisme support all the associations involved in the field: Châteaux forts vivants – a federation of around twenty members, mainly based in Bas-Rhin –, Châteaux forts d’Alsace, which launched the Alsace Castle Trail together with the Club Vosgien, and more recently, the network of castle watchers in Haut-Rhin.
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	Unforgettable experiences in Alsace’s castles
	Experience the history of the Middle Ages at Fleckenstein Castle
	At the foot of the fortress, you’re already impressed!
	The outer wall of this impressive fortress rises above the treetops. Wheel tracks mark the thousand-year-old stones on the ground. Without a doubt, Fleckenstein Castle is a panoramic dive into history.
	The visit takes you up steep stairs and across metal walkways, with a treasure hunt for children along the way. At the top of the castle, a spectacular and exhilarating panorama awaits. Lose your gaze in the thick wooded coat covering the hills of the Northern Vosges. What a strange feeling to think that our medieval ancestors admired these same landscapes.
	More information: visit alsace

	Relive the age of the knights at Hohlandsbourg Castle
	At Hohlandsbourg Castle, history comes alive like a game! First, you can’t miss the view. This castle is a true eagle’s nest; with its 360° panorama, young knights can spot any potential attackers. For children, it’s the perfect time to slip into a period dress or a warrior’s costume. In this magnificent 13th-century medieval fortress, the largest in Alsace, children learn history through play. Questions burst from every side as they explore the daily life of the castle and its inhabitants: weapons, combat, meals, clothing… The visit then continues inside the castle, which houses a museum with objects dating back to the Bronze Age.
	More information: visit alsace
	Find these experiences in the guide “Dreaming of Alsace” Here

	Hike to a castle and find happiness along the way
	In Alsace, castles can be counted by the dozens, stretching from north to south. They are truly unmatched hiking destinations. Nouveau-Windstein, Andlau, Saint-Ulrich, Landskron – their very names transport us to another era. Reaching them on foot is the only way to truly feel the wonder they inspire. Some are perched high above the treetops, visible right from the trailhead. Others reveal themselves only at the last bend in the path, when suddenly their silhouette appears, leaving us spellbound. Whether you walk through forests, along vineyards, or across lush pastures, the reward at the end is always the same: the path itself and the breathtaking view are the greatest treasures. More information: visit.alsace

	Raise a glass with a view from a remarkable castle
	From the terraces of Lichtenberg Castle, colossal ruins of pink sandstone towering over the village of the same name, 800 years of history and an exceptional panorama unfold before us.
	A true puzzle of architectural traces from the past, Lichtenberg Castle bears the marks of every era: Gothic, Renaissance, military, and contemporary styles intertwine. Its bold structure intrigues and invites us to explore it in order to uncover all its secrets…
	From its 400 m-high promontory, the view is simply breathtaking! And why not raise a glass to soak in the 360° panorama or the unique energy of this place steeped in history?
	More information: visit.alsace
	Find these experiences in the guide “Dreaming of Alsace” Here

	Do you know these hidden treasures?
	Bernstein Castle and the town of Dambach-la-Ville
	Perched at 562 m above sea level, Bernstein Castle is one of the oldest castles in Alsace. Beyond exploring a fairly well-preserved ruin, visitors are rewarded with a sweeping view over Dambach-la-Ville, the Alsace plain, and the Black Forest.
	When Count of Dabo, lord of Bernstein, left for the Crusades, he entrusted his daughter’s upbringing and his lands to his brother. Upon his return 15 years later, poor and destitute, he discovered that his brother had abandoned his daughter and seized his lands. The young woman, by then an innkeeper, recognized her father, and together—with the help of the townspeople—they managed to reclaim their possessions.
	More information: visit.alsace

	The castle and town of La Petite Pierre
	Built in the 12th century, the Château de La Petite Pierre and its fortifications were extensively modernised by Vauban in 1684. At the time, the castle was one of the strategic points controlling the passage between Alsace and Lorraine. A map is available at the Tourist Office to help you explore the old fortified town, its castle, its museums and the mysterious Maison des Païens, with superb views as a bonus! Will you find the underground lake of La Petite Pierre? It is an extraordinary system of galleries and cisterns that extends beneath the town to collect runoff water. But be careful not to get too close to the water, as a mysterious breath extinguishes overly curious lanterns... More information: city - castle

	The three castles and the town of Ribeauvillé
	Between vineyards and mountains, Ribeauvillé is a charming town that has preserved its historical heritage.  In the 14th century, powerful lords undertook to build the town walls and thus had three castles built. The magnificent ruins of the three Ribeaupierre castles (Haut-Ribeaupierre, Girsberg and Saint-Ulrich) overlook the medieval town: discover them on the marked hiking trail known as the ‘Circuit des trois châteaux’ (Three Castles Trail). The view is breathtaking, but you have to work for it!
	More information: visit.alsace


	The tour of the three castles of the Alsatian Jura
	In the far south of Alsace, the Alsatian Jura combines the ruggedness of limestone landscapes with the gentleness of an ancient agricultural land.
	From the network of castles that guarded it in the Middle Ages, the two links of the Alsatian Jura still preserve the haughty ruins of the castles of Morimont, Ferrette and Landskron, now showcased via an 80 km hiking trail to be completed in four stages.
	A stone's throw from Ferrette Castle, hidden at the foot of an imposing cliff, lies the Grotte des Nains (Cave of the Dwarves). Legend has it that a tribe of dwarves lived there, helping the inhabitants of Ferrette with their daily chores. They wore long robes that hid their feet. One morning, some overly curious young girls went to the cave and sprinkled sand at the entrance. At dawn, the dwarves came out, and the girls discovered that they left goat-like footprints in the sand. They burst out laughing. The dwarves felt betrayed and sank into the depths of the mountain, never to emerge again.

	More information: visit.alsace
	© C.FLEITH - ADT


	Lorentzen - la Grange aux Paysages
	One of the few remaining fortified castles on flat land, nestled in the heart of the bucolic, rolling countryside of Alsace Bossue.
	Built between 1329 and 1334 by Count Frederick II of Sarrewerden, Prince of Nassau, this lowland castle, once surrounded by water (or ‘Wasserburg’), was intended to protect the interests of the county against nearby Lorraine. It witnessed the peasant revolt of 1722. A few decades later, the last Countess of Nassau to reside there made headlines by converting to Catholicism in a predominantly Lutheran region. When the territory was annexed to Alsace in 1793, the castle was divided into residential lots, which were sold as national property in 1792 to several families. Their descendants still live there today.
	More information: visit.alsace

	The three castles and the town of Eguisheim
	Located on a hill overlooking the Colmar region, the ruins of the Three Castles (Dagsbourg, Wahlenbourg, and Weckmund) are among the symbols of the Alsatian landscape.
	On these heights stand three keep towers dating from the 12th and 13th centuries. The castles were destroyed in 1466 during the War of the Six Deniers; the ruins we see today bear witness to this conflict.
	The Trois-Châteaux site is an enchanting and easily accessible place to walk. At the foot of the keep, an exceptional panorama opens up over the vineyards, the Alsace Plain and the Black Forest. A pleasant nature outing for young and old alike! Come and admire the golden reflections of the stone bathed in the evening light.
	More information: visit.alsace

	Kagenfels, Birkenfels and the town of Obernai
	Built in 1262 by Albrecht Kage, an episcopal minister, Kagenfels Castle has faced numerous sieges over the centuries and wars. Perched at an altitude of 677 metres in the heart of the forests of Obernai and Bernardswiller, the castle is located in the commune of Ottrott, not far from Mont Sainte-Odile. It has been digitally restored in 4D and can be viewed at www.kagenfels.org.
	Birkenfels Castle was built around 1260 with a three-storey main building featuring niche-shaped arrow slits and large multi-window bays. Today, you can visit the ruins of its unfinished keep.
	In the past, the lush forest around Kagenfels Castle was inhabited by a giant, the ‘Baumklopfer’. He would bang so hard on the tree trunks that the terrified villagers no longer dared to go into the woods. Listen carefully in the early morning to hear the trees vibrate with the echo of the Baumklopfer.
	More information: visit.alsace

	Ortenbourg and Ramstein
	Located at an altitude of 443 metres at the end of a ridge, Ortenbourg Castle, built between 1260 and 1265 by Rudolf of Habsburg, is one of the most beautiful ruins in the Rhine Valley.
	A masterpiece of military architecture with its high curtain wall surrounding a 32-metre keep, it is visible from afar and blends remarkably well into the landscape. The keep offered six floors of firing positions for defence, and its pentagonal design made it easier to deflect projectiles from attackers.  The recently created association ‘Les sentinelles de l'Ortenbourg’ (The Sentinels of Ortenbourg) aims to preserve, promote and bring the castle to life.
	More information (Ortenbourg castle): visit.alsace
	© C.FLEITH - ADT

	The Ramstein Castle, built in 1293 by Otto von Ochsenstein, Grand Bailiff of Alsace, is located below its mighty neighbour, Ortenbourg Castle.
	All that remains of the residential tower are two sections of wall showing different levels, a fireplace and a large arrow slit facing Ortenbourg, where a war machine capable of firing projectiles at the castle could be placed. For several years, a team of volunteers, the ‘Ramstein watchmen’, have been clearing and consolidating the walls, towers and foundations.
	Visits to the site are possible during Heritage Days.
	More information: visit.alsace
	The Principality of Salm 300 years ago, not far from Alsace, in the Déodatie (Land of Saint-Dié), there existed the smallest independent state on the European continent. This small area in the Vosges was an autonomous principality between 1751 and 1793, known for its famous abbey, its collection of works by Rembrandt and Rubens, and for hosting Voltaire. A unique history that can be explored at three locations:
	Pierre-Percée Castle Hermann II of Salm, from a prominent family in the Belgian Ardennes, settled in the region in the 11th century and founded the County of Salm. As the patron of the Abbey of Senones, he acquired the Pierre-Percée Castle through marriage, the remains of which still overlook the lake of the same name, also known as "Little Canada." Walks, water sports, kayaking, and cycling tours are possible here.
	Salm Castle near La Broque n the 13th century, the Counts of Salm built this second castle to secure their power in the region, amidst the forests of the upper Bruche Valley. During a visit by the Princes of Salm in October 1779, it benefited from one of the earliest forms of tourism development. A well-preserved road from 1650 connected the castle to the Abbey of Senones. Since 2004, the Les Veilleurs de Salm association has been responsible for preserving the ruins.
	Senones, a small town with character and former capital A walk through the streets and past the town palaces leads into the world of the Grand Siècle. In front of the château, across from the abbey, volunteers in historical costumes regularly perform the changing of the guard.

	In the footsteps of the Habsburg dynasty
	The Habsburg dynasty was one of the most influential royal houses in Europe.
	From 1273 to 1918, the figures of this dynasty influenced and shaped the history of Europe. The Alsace region has a rich historical past linked to this family, in Haguenau, Strasbourg, the castles of Ortenbourg and Ramstein, in the Val de Villé, in Sélestat, Bergheim and Colmar, at Hohlandsbourg Castle, in Ensisheim, Thann, Ottmarsheim and Ferrette...  Follow in their footsteps with this cultural itinerary from the Council of Europe.
	More information here:  Via Habsburg Online

	Events and activities bringing castles  to life all year round
	Meet the heralds of the castles and discuss with the castle friends.
	Several associations welcome visitors throughout the year. They offer the opportunity to learn more about their work and commitment, and gain insight into the diverse activities of these passionately dedicated people. Those who wish to can actively participate and volunteer for a day – and, if interested and working well together, even beyond that.
	Below are some examples of possible activities:
	Discovery of the Ottrott castles in Ottrott
	Discovery of the Guirbaden Castle in Mollkirch - More information about the castle and discovery trails
	Discovery trail of the Salm Castle in the Bruchetal Valley
	Exhibition on the history of the Pfifferdajs in Ribeauvillé
	Visit to the Schoeneck Castle in Dambach

	All to the Castles on May 1st
	THE open day of Alsace’s medieval castles!

	© CCHLPP
	Immersive Tours  “Icarus’ Dream”
	In the heart of the Middle Ages  with the Alsatian medieval festivals
	Experience a weekend full of history in the heart of the Alsatian Middle Ages at various medieval festivals across Alsace, such as the Pfifferdaj, the Minstrels’ Festival in Ribeauvillé, held every first Sunday of September.
	June 14, 2026: Fête des Remparts in Châtenois
	June 26 - 27, 2026: Les Médiévales in Ferrette
	June 27-28, 2026: Les Médiévales of the Hugstein Castle
	Juli 3-12, 2026: Les Médiévales du Lichtenberg
	August 29-30, 2026: Les Médiévales de Wangenbourg
	September 5–7, 2025: Pfifferdaj – Fête des Ménétriers in Ribeauvillé
	More information: visit.alsace

	Family-friendly activities  and discovery tours
	The medieval cultural heritage is an inexhaustible playground for discoveries and experiences.  Investigation games, escape games, and treasure hunts bring history to life in an interactive way.  Both children and adults playfully dive into the past and learn along the way.  Special children’s days offer creative activities that encourage curiosity and imagination.  There’s something for every age and taste.
	Children's Day – "Journée des enfants" – Château Haut-Andlau
	An event for children with stories and activities at the castle.
	Escape Game "Enquête Game: L'Elixir du Cloître" – Saverne
	A playful experience in a historical context.
	Escape Game "Enquête Game: Mystérieuse Disparition" – Marmoutier
	A game with puzzles and clues, for adults and teenagers.
	Children’s Escape Game "Enquête Game pour enfant" – Marmoutier
	Specifically designed for children, an exit-game-type puzzle game.
	Treasure Hunt "Stras’au Trésor" – Strasbourg
	An interactive treasure/puzzle experience tour in Strasbourg, ideal for exploring the city in a         fun way.
	More activities, playful walks, and puzzle hikes in Alsace: visit.alsace

	Alsace, a land of castles…  for outdoor enthusiasts
	Since most castles need to be reached by hiking, they represent effort, community, and athletic challenge.  Particularly prominent are the numerous trail runs in Alsace.  They uniquely combine nature, cultural heritage, and athletic performance.  The UTMB is the most well-known example, but certainly not the only one.  Many other runs can be discovered and experienced on Visit Alsace.
	May 1, 2026: Trails of Château Bernstein
	May 15, 2026 - Ultra Trail of the Knights by UTMB Lac Blanc
	November 2026: Trail la Landsberg
	Trail of the Castles of Saverne – Individual Trail (without guide)
	More events at visit.alsace – Search term "Trail"

	Travelling through Time with digital tools and 3D technology
	Modern digital technologies offer new, playful ways to explore medieval cultural heritage and enable the discovery of castles in an interactive, engaging, and contemporary manner.
	Video game "Age of Castles" – An interactive game to explore ten Alsatian castles, including Haut-Koenigsbourg, Fleckenstein, Wangenbourg, Ortenbourg, Lichtenberg, Wineck, Saint-Ulrich, Lutzelbourg, Hohlandsbourg, and Kaysersberg.
	Interactive search "Die Schatzsuche" – A year-round experience involving treasure hunts along the castles of the Rhine Plain.
	YouTube video for the "Age of Castles" experience (Trailer) – A visual introduction to the game and its castle adventures.
	Mobile app "Sur la piste des trésors d’Alsace" – Treasure/puzzle experiences around the Haguenau area.
	Digital castle app "Burg in ze Pocket" – Virtual 3D castle reconstructions, including Haut-Andlau, Fleckenstein, Haut-Koenigsbourg, Ortenberg, Landsberg, Spesbourg, and castle of Kaysersberg.
	Numbered rally game "Jeu de piste numérique – Le Château de Lorentzen" – Puzzle path.
	Playful discovery trail – "Balade ludique – La poudre à l’œil" – Interactive walks and games where children observe and gather clues (various villages/landscapes in Alsace).

	Across Borders:  The Castles of the Upper Rhine
	he Upper Rhine Valley is a land of castles, with a shared history that connects Alsace and its neighboring regions in Germany and Switzerland: that of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation. Many historical facts and fantastic stories await discovery by families or friends, following the traces of the European Middle Ages.
	Before Alsace was annexed to France in the 17th century, it had been one of the vibrant centers of the Holy Roman Empire of the German Nation for centuries. As a result, it shares a common culture with its neighbors in Baden-Württemberg, Rhineland-Palatinate, and Switzerland, reflected in its language, cuisine, and architecture.
	To promote this shared heritage, around 30 French – including Alsace Destination Tourisme – Swiss, and German partners and institutions, at the initiative of the European Community of Alsace (CeA) and the Ortenaukreis, collaborate in the Interreg project "Rheinburgen," which was launched on October 15, 2022.
	The project focuses on four main areas: culture, tourism, research, and citizenship. It is co-financed with European funds (ERDF) amounting to €2.9 million as part of the INTERREG Upper Rhine program.
	As part of the Interreg "Rheinische Burgen" project, ADT has coordinated and funded the production of tourist videos. The videos are based on 3D/4D models created by INSA Strasbourg, in collaboration with Archéologie Alsace. The goal is to allow a wide audience to imagine the castles in their medieval heyday. Eight films, each lasting 1 minute 30 seconds, are available to explore: here
	The European Community of Alsace (CeA) coordinates the "Châteaux et légendes" festival, a series of fantastic performances and animations inspired by the world of artist John Howe. Planned dates and venues:
	Fleckenstein Castle – May 8  Haut-Barr Castle – May 9  Engelbourg Castle – May 14  Kaysersberg Castle – May 16  Lichtenberg Castle – May 24  Wangenbourg Castle – May 25
	Hohlandsbourg Castle – May 31  Spesbourg Castle – June 7  Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle – June 13  Ferrette Castle – June 27  Hugstein Castle – June 28
	Program and more information: https://www.visit.alsace/en/event-ideas/events-at-the-castles/ or https://www.chateaux-rhenans.eu
	Press contacts:
	Fabienne FESSLER : +33(0)3 89 20 10 58  Marie SCHWAB : +33(0)3 89 20 10 64 communication@adt.alsace
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